
 

 

IMPORTS AND EU POLICY TEAM  

OVS NOTE 2021/09      30 September 2021 

 

OUTBREAK OF HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IN 

BOTSWANA 

 

Purpose 

1. OVS note 2021/08 issued on 14 September advised you of an outbreak of highly 

pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in Botswana.  

Background 

2. Botswana is approved to export certain commodities susceptible to HPAI to  

Great Britain, as outlined in Retained Regulation 798/2008 and Retained 

Regulations 1069/2009 and 142/2011. 

 

3. On 6 September 2021 Botswana notified OIE of an outbreak of HPAI of subtype 

H5N1 in a poultry farm close to Gaborone.  Therefore, the territory of Botswana 

cannot be considered free of HPAI and as such Botswana can no longer certify 

consignments of susceptible commodities for export to Great Britain.   

 

4. Imports of the following commodities are suspended until further notice:  

 

• Retained EU Regulation 798/2008: 

o Breeding ratites and productive ratites (model BPR) 

o Day old chicks of ratites (model DOR) 

o Hatching eggs of ratites (model HER) 

o Meat of ratites (model RAT), including meat preparations made from 

meat of ratites as per Retained Commission Decision 2000/572 (Annex 

II model HC) 

 

 

 

http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/bip/ovs-notes/2021-08.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2008/798/contents


• Retained EU Decision 2007/777: 

o Meat products of ratites not subject to treatments B or C or D as laid 

down in Annex II of the Decision 

 

• Retained Commission Decision 2007/275: 

o  composite products containing meat products of ratites not subject to 

treatments B or C or D as laid down in Annex II of Decision 2007/777 

 

• Retained EU Regulations 1069/2009 and 142/2011 

o Unprocessed animal by-products referred to in Regulation 1069/2009 

and its implementing Regulation 142/2011 consisting of, or containing 

material from ratites  

 

5. Defra, Scottish Government and Welsh Government have introduced safeguard 

measures to provide appropriate enforcement powers to deal with any 

consignments that present a risk: 

• Highly pathogenic avian influenza in Botswana: declaration of 
special measures (England) (PDF, 19KB, 2 pages) 

• Highly pathogenic avian influenza in Botswana: declaration of 
special measures (Scotland) (PDF, 27.7KB, 2 pages) 

• Highly pathogenic avian influenza in Botswana: declaration of 
special measures (Wales) (PDF, 20.9KB, 2 pages), Welsh 
version (PDF, 21.5KB, 2 pages) 

 

6. Please note that there are no HPAI related restrictions on imports of: 

• Specified Pathogen Free (SPF) eggs;  

• eggs (E); and  

• egg products (EP). 

 

7. We will keep you informed of developments. 

 

Action for OVSs 

8. To note the contents of this OVS note. 

Contact point for enquiries  

Email:  Imports@apha.gov.uk 

Imports and EU Trade Team, Defra 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudn/2007/777/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudn/2007/275
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2009/1069/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2011/142/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022346/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-england.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022346/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-england.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022353/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-scotland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022353/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-scotland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022355/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-wales-english.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022355/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-wales-english.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022356/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-wales-welsh.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022356/bird-flu-botswana-declaration-wales-welsh.pdf

