
 

 

  

 

IMPORTS AND EU POLICY TEAM 

 

OVS NOTE 2021/10          11 November 2021 

 

UPDATE ON IMPORT CONDITIONS FOR HAY AND STRAW  

Purpose 

To update Border Control Posts (BCPs) on the latest advice for imports of hay and straw 

from the EU and other Third Countries in view of the ongoing situation with outbreaks of 

African Swine Fever (ASF) in certain EU Member States. 

Background 

Defra are reviewing the import conditions for hay and straw from the EU and other Third 

Countries due to the risk of ASF as outbreaks of the disease have occurred in different EU 

MSs, and have removed the following general licences: 

• Hay and straw from EU and certain other European countries (IMP/GEN/2011/08) 

• Hay and straw from third countries (IMP/GEN/2020/01) 

Imports from EU countries 

Hay and straw can only originate from EU countries/regions not affected by ASF. The list 
of areas in the European Union Member States where outbreaks of ASF outbreaks have 
occurred can be found in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/605 (as 
amended). 

Please contact the Centre for International Trade at Carlisle if you identify consignments 

from affected areas, including finished products made with these materials, when these 

are likely to come into contact with farm animals (e.g. scarecrows) 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1024592/IMP-GEN-2011-08-Hay-and-Straw-EU-members-Norway-Switzerland-Lichtenstei.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1024593/licenceimp-gen-2020-01.pdf


 

 

Imports from Non-EU/ Rest of World countries 

Hay and straw can be imported from the following countries:  

 

They do not require an import licence, but they must enter GB via a BCP where they are 

subject to veterinary checks. 

Action for OVSs 

To note the content of this OVs note 

Contact point for enquiries 

 Email:  CIT APHA: Imports@apha.gov.uk   

Imports and EU Trade Team 
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