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AHVLA Briefing Note 06/12 

 

Extended TB surveillance (‘radial testing’) around OTF-W 

breakdowns in four-yearly testing areas in England from    

1 January 2013 

 
Purpose 
 

1. The purpose of this briefing note is to provide Official Veterinarians with 
details of the extended TB surveillance around herds with OTF status 
Withdrawn (OTF-W) due to a new breakdown in four-yearly testing areas. 
This extended TB surveillance, known as „radial testing‟, is to be implemented 
in England from 1 January 2013. 
 

2. This follows a wider briefing on the testing changes to routine bovine TB 
surveillance and to movement controls for TB-restricted herds, to be 
implemented from 1 January 2013: 
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/official-vets/briefing-
notes/documents/Briefing%20Note%200512.pdf  

 
 
Background 
 

3. From 1 January 2013, TB testing intervals for cattle will be determined on a 
county basis and parishes will no longer be used to determine testing 
frequencies.  
 

4. England will be divided into two TB testing frequency areas: an annual testing 
area in the south-west and west of the country, where the disease is 
considered to be either endemic or at the edge of the endemic area, and a 
four-yearly testing area (a „low incidence area‟) in the south-east, east and 
north of the country, where the disease is sporadic and not considered 
endemic. The testing interval will be county rather than parish based. A testing 
interval map is attached at Annex A. 

 
5. Whilst the testing frequency will reflect the disease situation in each area, the 

annual testing area will extend beyond the area currently considered as 
endemic, with a number of counties allocated a higher testing frequency than 
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required by Council Directive 64/432/EEC (as amended) in areas which are at 
risk from geographical disease spread in the short to medium term. 

 
6. The four-yearly testing counties qualifying for lower testing frequency are those 

in which the incidence of new bTB breakdowns attributable to indigenous or 
local disease (ie. excluding those breakdowns considered to be due to 
“brought in” disease and where no in-herd or wildlife spread has occurred) 
remained below 0.1% for the period 2006-11. 

 
7. There will be no two or three year testing areas or herds in the foreseeable 

future, as long as the indigenous disease incidence in the four-yearly testing 
areas remains below 0.1%. The purpose of the strategy is to create stable 
surveillance areas that will not change from year to year, at least for the 
foreseeable future. 

 
 
Radial testing 
 

8. TB surveillance around all new OTF-W breakdowns in four-yearly (non-
endemic) testing counties  will be extended to check primarily for lateral 
secondary spread of TB from the disclosing („index‟) breakdown, but also to 
help identify any undetected source of infection in the locality. 
 

9. Under this policy, all cattle holdings falling within, or straddling, a 3km radius 
circle from the index OTF-W breakdown in the four-yearly testing area (or 
considered to be epidemiologically linked to that index holding) will be 
identified and required to undertake an immediate radial test of all the cattle on 
the premises aged 42 days or older. The radial test is to be carried out in the 
same way as a check test (CT) - initially at standard interpretation. If this initial 
test is negative, the herd will be marked forward for an additional radial test 
six-months later and a final radial test 12-months thereafter, before reverting to 
the default four-yearly testing frequency for the area. The new TB test codes 
will be RAD, RAD6 and RAD12. 

 
10. Herds within the 3km testing radius will, as a consequence, have their testing 

interval adjusted and will be subject, along with the index OTF-W breakdown 
herd, to compulsory pre-movement testing during the radial surveillance period 
of approximately 18 months. Any radial check tests that become overdue will 
trigger the normal zero-tolerance enforcement procedures. 

 
11. Pre-movement testing is in place to reduce the spread of bovine TB between 

herds and to areas free of disease. It is targeted at movements of cattle 
associated with high disease risk. Pre-movement testing for herds within the 
3km surveillance zone is intended to prevent the spread of disease to local 
herds and to lower incidence areas of England. A link to AHVLA guidance 
document for pre-movement and post-movement testing of cattle in GB is 
provided below: 
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/about/publications/advice-
guidance/documents/TB_%20movement_changes%20.pdf 
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12. In addition to herds within the 3km surveillance zone around the index OTF-W 

holding in the four-yearly testing area, the following herds should also be 
considered for radial check testing: 
 

a. herds co-located on (or contiguous to) any contract rearing premises, 
off-grazing, or linked premises used by the affected animals (reactor 
group) 

b. herds which have been in contact through straying of cattle 
c. herds which have shared common land with the herd in which infection 

was confirmed 
 

13. If any of the herds identified within the 3km surveillance zone have had a TB 
test with negative results within ±60 days of the disclosure of the index OTF-W 
breakdown, the tested cattle will not need to be retested (but an immediate CT 
may still be necessary to assess the status of any young animals not included 
in a RHT). Where all cattle 42 days and over have been tested with negative 
results the herd will be marked forward for the six-month radial test. 
 

14. The same approach will apply in principle to cattle herds within 3km of a new 
culture-confirmed incident of M. bovis TB involving non-bovine farmed species 
(e.g. South American camelids, goats, sheep, pigs, farmed deer) or any M. 
bovis isolation in wild animals (e.g. park and wild deer, safari parks) in the four-
yearly testing area of England. 
 

15. The 3km radial testing will replace the current policy for contiguous testing 
around OTF-W breakdowns in the four-yearly testing counties of England. 
 

 
Next steps 
 

16. Contact your local AHVLA office if you have any questions about how these 
changes will affect your OV practice. 

  
 
Issued: 14 December 2012 
 
 
For further information: 
 

17. Further information about the changes to TB controls can be found at: 
 

 http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/10/18/cattle-movement-controls-and-
surveillance-strengthened-to-tackle-bovine-tb/ 

 Bovine TB Information Notes: 
o Changes to Bovine TB Surveillance (PDF) 
o Changes to TB Cattle Movement Controls (PDF) 

 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/10/18/cattle-movement-controls-and-surveillance-strengthened-to-tackle-bovine-tb/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/10/18/cattle-movement-controls-and-surveillance-strengthened-to-tackle-bovine-tb/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/files/tb-infornote-1204-changes-to-surveillance.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/files/tb-infonote-1205-changes-to-movements.pdf
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Annex A 

 

 


