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Background

From 1 October 2020, it will be a legal requirement in England for all equines (horses,
ponies and donkeys) regardless of age (except some semi-wild populations), to be
identifiable with the insertion of a microchip. Failure to do so will be a criminal offence.

Microchipping has a number of benefits for both horses and owners. It can be beneficial if
a horse is lost or stolen, as well as assisting with welfare cases i.e. to find an owner if a
horse is abandoned or mistreated; tracking a horse through the food chain; and providing
information to assist if there is a disease outbreak.

All microchips must be implanted by a vet, it is an offence for anyone to insert a microchip
into an equine other than a vet.

Please see the press release for more information
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/equine-owners-urged-to-microchip-horses-ahead-of-
1st-october-deadline.

Action

To inform equine owners of these new regulations and ensure they are compliant.

If an equine is already microchipped, owners must ensure that its details are correctly
recorded on the Central Equine Database, by accessing the online Digital Stable.

To remind owners that microchipping has a number of benefits, both to equines and their
owners. It greatly increases the chances of a horse being reunited with their owner if it is
lost or stolen. It will also improve traceability, to ensure we have better control over any
disease outbreaks. It is also a permanent link between the equine and its paper passport.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/equine-owners-urged-to-microchip-horses-ahead-of-1st-october-deadline
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/equine-owners-urged-to-microchip-horses-ahead-of-1st-october-deadline
https://www.equineregister.co.uk/home

Further Information

The following posters have been produced should you wish to display these in your
surgery.

e A4 poster
o Ab5flyer.

APHA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and also works on behalf of the Scottish
Government, Welsh Government and Food Standards Agency to safeguard animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the
environment and the economy.


http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/ov/Poster-Equine-Microchipping-A4.pdf
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/ov/Flyer-Equine-Microchipping-A5.pdf
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