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APHA Briefing Note 31/22 
Movement Assistance Scheme: Costs related to 
Brucella Ovis testing requirement 
Date issued: 07 September 2022 

Purpose 
To inform Official Veterinarians (OVs) and other certifiers that the Movement Assistance 
Scheme (MAS) has been expanded to bring the costs of Brucella ovis testing into the 
scheme.  

Background 
Brucella ovis testing is a requirement for entire (non-castrated) rams (male sheep) that 
travel from Great Britain (GB) to Northern Ireland (NI). 
The testing relates to two different types of movement: 

• Rams travelling from NI to GB and then back to NI (EHC 8462); and 

• Rams travelling direct from GB to NI. 
The Agricultural Shows are approved Assembly Centres. This ensures the health status of 
animals is not compromised after leaving their holding of origin.  
From 1 September 2022, MAS will cover the costs as follows: 

• Costs relating to Brucella ovis testing in NI prior to movement to GB before 
returning to NI – flock owners will incur these costs and in turn be reimbursed by the 
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) up to a cap of £150 (vet administration of 
testing) plus VAT and £34 plus VAT (cost of test). 

• Costs relating to Brucella ovis testing in GB prior to movement to NI - the vet will not 
charge the flock owner but be reimbursed by APHA up to a cap of £150 (vet 
administration of testing) plus VAT and £34 plus VAT (cost of test). 

To note: To be reimbursed for costs incurred when returning to NI from GB (EHC 8462), 
you will need to provide the EHC number of the return movement. 

 

http://apha.defra.gov.uk/official-vets/Guidance/MAS/index.htm
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/official-vets/Guidance/MAS/index.htm
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Action 
OVs and other certifiers carrying out Brucella ovis tests should invoice the APHA finance 
team by emailing ServiceDeliveryVetandExportInvoices@apha.gov.uk. 

Claims can be made for testing from 1 September 2022 for movements of live uncastrated 
rams from GB to NI.  A sample invoice showing information to include can be found here, 
and an application form for reimbursement here. 

Further Information 
More details of this scheme expansion are included in a MAS Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ). 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ServiceDeliveryVetandExportInvoices@apha.gov.uk
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/mas/guidance-sample-invoice-scrapie.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefra.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fy-i-nsidul-l-y%2F&data=05%7C01%7CConor.Leathley%40defra.gov.uk%7Cc5424526c3ea4d883b0d08da8f4bbc6a%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637979852684305978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A3XjF8LpHKJ1PoJjFX6DaMe0gquTPyWnBhnvvBp6NjA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ohv7oagveu6eo1g/MAS%20FAQs%20V5.5%20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ohv7oagveu6eo1g/MAS%20FAQs%20V5.5%20.pdf?dl=0

