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00 Month 20XX
Dear Home Owner,
Home Isolation of a Pet Animal Imported from Ukraine

Rabies (Importation of Dogs, Cats and other Mammals) Order 1974 (as amended)
Thank you for expressing an interest in hosting Ukrainian refugees and their pets in your home.
Under the current circumstances, we expect that many people travelling with pets from Ukraine will not have been able to prepare their pets for travel and will therefore not be compliant with the usual health requirements for entry to Great Britain. These animals would need to be quarantined on arrival for up to four months. As part of the Government’s response to the exceptional situation in Ukraine, we are temporarily allowing certain pets that meet strict criteria to complete the quarantine process in officially authorised home premises. This letter contains details of this home isolation process so that you can make an informed decision on whether you would be content to host a pet animal from Ukraine that requires home isolation.
If you don't have an enclosed garden, it might not be possible to host a pet dog of a Ukrainian refugee that requires home isolation. If you or any of your family have severe health issues that might impair your immune system, we recommend that you discuss the potential risks to your health of hosting any Ukrainian pets with your GP. While Defra endeavours to ensure all pet animals from Ukraine will have been fully vaccinated against rabies, have received flea and tick treatment and dogs will be treated for tapeworm before being allowed into households, there is still a small risk that they could develop these infections. 
Home Isolation Requirements

Defra has produced a set of requirements and standards for home isolation that must be strictly adhered to in order to minimise risk of infection to people and other animals in the UK. 

Pets might be required to be home isolated for up to four months.

The authorisation requirements for the full duration of the home quarantine period are as follows:
1) The animal(s) must not leave the perimeter of the authorised premises
2) Cats and ferrets must be kept indoors at all times and care must be taken not to leave doors or windows open. Cat flaps should be locked at all times
3) There must be a private, secure, escape proof garden for dogs. Dogs can be allowed into the garden for toileting but must be kept on a lead at all times
4) Dogs cannot be exercised or walked outside this garden
5) Faeces must be quickly picked up, double bagged and disposed of carefully into a secure bin which cannot be accessed by other animals/wildlife
6) Contact between the animal(s) and children should be minimised and children must not feed or play with the animal(s)
7) Numbers of visitors to the authorised premises should be minimised and any visitors must be prevented from coming into contact with the animal
8) No other animals may visit the authorised premises
9) You must cooperate with the authorised veterinary surgeon at all times when requested. You will receive a weekly telephone call and may receive visits from the authorised veterinary surgeon to confirm that these conditions are being met and animals remain healthy. If the authorised veterinarian has any concerns about the health of any animal in the household, access to the premises will be required
10) The animal owner must take a daily note of the health and wellbeing of the animal and discuss this with the authorised veterinary surgeon at the weekly calls 
11) The animal owner will be provided with contact details for the authorised veterinary surgeon and asked to contact them with any concerns about their animal, including biting or scratching incidents or changes in behaviour. Written records must be kept of any concerns and any veterinary visits
12) The animal owner must follow the guidance provided on clinical signs to be aware of and report any clinical signs or the death of the animal to the authorised veterinary surgeon immediately

If you have any resident cats or ferrets, they must be kept indoors at all times. If you have a resident dog, you may be required to keep them within the perimeter of the house and garden or to walk them on a lead and with a muzzle when outside the garden. 

Follow up arrangements 

As part of this process, you may receive an unannounced visit from your Local Authority representative, government official or the supervising vet to your property. This would be to confirm these rules are being complied with and to check on the health and wellbeing of the pet. Failure to comply with the conditions may lead to enforcement action.

Thank you very much for your support.  
Yours sincerely,

Name
Imports Team

Centre for International Trade - Carlisle
APHA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and also works on behalf of the Scottish Government, Welsh Government and Food Standards Agency to safeguard animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the environment and the economy.
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